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Sulphur 2020 - cutting sulphur
oxide emissions

Home —+ Media Centre HotTopics —+ Sulphur 2020 - cutting sulphur oxide emissions

The date of 2020 was agreed in amendments adopted in 2008. When those
amendments were adopted, it was also agreed that a review should be undertaken by
2018 in order to assess whether sufficient compliant fuel oil would be available to meet
the 2020 date. If not, the date could be deferred to 2025. That review was completed in
2016 and submitted to MEPC 70. The review concluded that sufficient compliant fuel oil
would be available to meet the fuel oil requirements.

Do small ships have to comply with the Sulphur limit from 20207

Yes, the MARPOL regulations apply to all ships. Only larger ships of 400 gross
tonnage and above engaged in voyages to ports or offshore terminals under the
jurisdiction of other Parties have to have an International Air Pollution Prevention
Certificate, issued by the ship’s flag State. But all sizes of ships will need to use fuel
oil that meets the 0.50% limit from 1 January 2020.

Does the Sulphur limit apply only to ships on international voyages?

The Sulphur oxides regulation (MARPOL Annex VI, regulation 14) applies to all ships,
whether they are on international voyages, between two or more countries; or domestic
voyages, solely within the waters of a Party to the MARPOL Annex.

Reference: IMO Website




