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Transportation Projects Evaluation

Ali Goharpur, Transportation PHD Student at Iran University of Science and
Technology
Navid Hosseini Taleghani, M.Sc. in Transportation Engineering

Abstract

Evaluation of transportation projects in order to choose the best one in a perfect and
simple-to-define way, is always an important step of transportation planning process. For
some decades, Economic Evaluation Methods have been the most applicable way which
incorporated the implementation and operational costs and yearly revenues of each
system to find the project with the highest rate of return of capital and/or the highest
benefit to cost (B/C) ratio in a mathematical economic method. But as a matter of fact,
the direct or indirect effects burden on the system users or nonusersin a society, ismore
complicated due to their time period and type of benefits or costs they cause. These
effects include social, economical, environmental, land use and value (physical).
Decreasing the trip time for both transit users and other travelers, increasing the
properties worth near the transit stations or within the corridors, economic and
employment growth and increasing the convenience of travelers are some samples of
benefits and more air and noise pollution and more dangerous incidents due to higher
speeds of traffic, higher expenses of living near the areas affected by promoted transit
systems, destruction of ecosystems and extinction of species are some samples of the costs
imposed on the society which should bein count for evaluation.



